Martha's Vineyard Surfcasters Association
P.O. Box 3053 Edgartown, MA 02539
www.myvsurfcasters.org

April 2026 Newsletter

Hello Surfcasters,

Happy Spring! The first migrating striper has been caught, daffodils and tulips are
blooming, and trees are beginning to leaf out. Soon we’ll be hanging out on the beaches

and enjoying sunny days and good friends.

Speaking of the beaches, you don’t want to miss our next
MVSA meeting on Monday. Peter Slikowski of MV Beachgoers
Access Group will be attending to give us updates on Chappy
beaches and OSV access. There is so much happening that
concerns all of us who love Chappy. If you’re not on Island, be
sure to join us on Zoom. The link is below, or if you’re using
the app: Meeting ID: 827 0079 8930. Passcode: 446667

https://us06web.zoom.us/1/82700798930?pwd=k1kaRTNOegYzmCb3pPmFaDte4uTvaY.
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Have you paid your Club dues? Club dues must be paid by April 30", as in this
Thursday. Whomever hasn’t paid his or her Club dues by April 30th, will no longer
receive our newsletter and will also be removed from the Club’s Facebook group during

the first week of May.

Don’t let this happen to you. Pay your $40 dues now. You can
Venmo your $40 or you can mail your $40 check made payable
to MVSA to: PO Box 3053, Edgartown, MA 02539.

I hope to see you on Monday!
Lisa

MV Surfcasters
@MV-Surfasters
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Club News and Notes

1. The Prez reminded everyone of the Wampanoag Tribe’s annual beach grass
planting on April 11th at Lobsterville Beach and our annual Earth Day Beach
Clean Up on April 18th. The Club meets at Right and Left Fork at 10 am and

cleans up South Beach and Norton Point Beach entrance.

2. The Prez asked everyone to spread the word about donations for our used tackle
sale in September. We are looking for all fishing tackle — surf and boat — and
canoes, kayaks, boats, or anything we can sell for big bucks. As The Prez would

say, “It’s all for the kids and the Vets.”

3. The Prez has already sold about $2,000 worth of gear online.

4. It’s that time of year again — Our MVSA annual dues are due by April 30.
Please pay your dues at the May meeting on Monday, send a check to: MVSA, PO
Box 3053, Edgartown, MA 02539, or Venmo the money to our account. If
someone doesn’t pay his or her dues by April 30, he or she will no longer receive
our fintastic newsletter and will be removed from our Facebook group. If you pay
at the May meeting, you might not miss the next newsletter or the ever-important

Facebook posts.

5. The Prez noted that we only have a few hats, t-shirts, tech shirts, and sweatshirts

left. The Prez is going to order more t-shirts.



6. If you have children or grandchildren and would like to order Club t-shirts for
them, please provide The Prez with the exact size and quantity you would like. He

will only order child sizes if someone specifically orders them.

7. We discussed ordering % zip sweatshirts. The Prez is going research pricing and

get back to the Club.

8. Boat Raffle — Scott Macafferi has once again generously donated a boat trip to
the Club. We are now raffling off a fishing trip on Scott’s boat for only $10 a
ticket. You can purchase your ticket at Club meetings, by mailing in a check,

or by Venmo (see below). Raffle drawing in late May. Get your tickets!

9. We are going to host a Squidding Contest in June when the squid arrive. We’ll
gather on State Beach, squid, and offer prizes for biggest squid, smallest squid,
heaviest bucket, etc. We will have a grill and food. Event will be open to the public

to encourage new members. Bring the kids and grandchildren.

10. The annual Father’s Day BBQ will be held the weekend of June 13. The Prez
will let us know which day based on the best weather. The cost is $10 per person.

Bring your own drinks.

11. Our annual July Beach Picnic will be Saturday, July 11th at 5 pm at Bend in
the Road Beach. More details to follow.

12. We need someone to take over the newsletter. This could be your chance to

control the news. Just saying!



13. We received 20 applications for our two MVSA scholarships. The Executive
Committee will review all the applicants, then meet in late April to vote on the top

four candidates.

14. The Shark Tournament will be held in July when the sharks arrive. The
Tournament will be held over four days. On the final day, we will have a barbecue
on the beach. You must register with The Prez before you begin fishing. The Club
buys a book of 20 ferry tickets for the winner. There is also a side bet for anyone
who wishes to enter.

Earth Day Beach Clean
Up crew and a sorting
and quick clean up at
the storage unit, along
with lunch and laughs.




David Bouck and Mill Pond Update

What is the Mill Brook Watershed
Management Committee?

o Committee originally appointed by West Tisbury Select
Board in 2014

o Charged by Select Board to design and field a
comprehensive study of the Mill Brook Watershed, the data
from which would form the basis of a Mill Brook watershed
management plan.

o Results of initial study were published in 2018, second study
completed in 2023, available on West Tisbury Town website

Current committee members include:

o Tim Boland o Angela Luckey

o David Bouck o Cynthia Mitchell
o Prudy Burt o Julie Pringle

o Kristen Geagan o William Wilcox

IMPACTS OF IMPOUNDMENTS/DAMS ON COLDWATER ECOSYSTEMS
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l 2021-2023 Water/Habitat Quality Assessment

« 9 sampling stations:

o Nutrients (Nitrogen & Phosphorus)

o Water Temperature
o Dissolved oxygen
o Conductivity

« 13 dates throughout the year

« Continuously measure:

o Temperature (6 stations in Mill

Brook, 1 in Mill Pond)

o Dissolved oxygen (1 station in Mill

Pond)
o Water flow

« Conduct 1-year macroinvertebrate
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Possible Town Management Options at Mill Pond

Removal of Spillway
Weir Boards

Requires permitting, and restoration
work

Would drain the existing pond and
restore natural streamflow and help
mitigate high temperatures

Would remove a barrier allowing for
fish and wildlife migration and restore
habitat connectivity

Provide better stormwater mitigation
Space can be managed for habitat and
public recreation

Other Options

> Spillway upgrade to meet state stream
crossing standards
o Storm water management

Stream
By-Pass

Requires engineering, permitting, and
construction/augmentation of the space
Successful projects have been completed
on the Cape

Would establish a bypass stream and
independent pond fed by groundwater
Would restore natural stream function and
eliminate the documented high water
temperatures created by the
impoundment

Allow for fish and wildlife migration,
restore habitat connectivity

Provide better stormwater mitigation
Maintain Mill Pond

Mill Brook Watershed
Management Committee Actions

o Investigate costs for weir
board removal and stream
by-pass.

o Engage with Conway School
for visioning and site design
mock-ups

o Continue to collect stream
water quality and flow data




MVSA Upcoming Calendar

1. May 4th - Monthly Meeting - Edgartown Rod and Gun Club
Guest speaker: Peter Sliwkowski, MV Beachgoers Access Group
The pizza arrives at 7 pm. The meeting begins at 7:30 pm.

Join in person or on Zoom. The link is below, or if you’re using

the app: Meeting ID: 827 0079 8930. Passcode: 446667
https://us06web.zoom.us/1/82700798930?pwd=k1kaRTNOegYzmCb3pPmFaDte4u
TvaY.l

2. June — Date to be Decided — Squidding Contest - new
this year.
An event for kids of all ages. Date will be
determined when the squid arrive.
Location: State Beach.

3. June 12% or 13th — Annual Father’s Day BBQ on Chappy.
This year the BBQ will be the weekend before Father’s Day.

Cost is $10 per person. Bring your own beverages. The Prez
will let us know the exact day based on the best weather.

4. July 11th at 5 pm — Annual Beach Picnic — Bend in the Road & O
Beach Our annual picnic is tons of fun so mark your calendars. ===
As usual, the Club will provide the meat and oysters. We will
send out a members food list in the June newsletter. More
details to follow. Save the date!

5. September 5" — Saturday — 8 am — 1 pm — Annual Fishing Tag Sale
Rain date: Sunday, September 61
Save the date. Donate your gear now and all summer long.
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BE A WINNER IN THE MVSA IN-HOUSE DERBY

MYVSA In-House Derby - This is a fun and loosely run tournament based solely on the honor
system and club members are eligible to win prizes by submitting entries for one or more of the
eligible species (striped bass, bluefish, false albacore, bonito). Fish can be kept but catch and
release is strongly encouraged. To determine the weight, the fish can be weighed or the weight
can be estimated by using the following formula. (length x the girth squared, divided by
800=total weight). It's surprisingly accurate.

HOW TO ENTER -----

You must be a paid in full member before catching and weighing in any fish.

Use the weigh-in slip on the MVSA website and make as many copies as you need.

When you catch a fish you want to enter, use the calculation above or weigh on a digital fishing
scale.

To be eligible for consideration, your fish must conform to the minimum sizes below: Bluefish
22" Bonito 21" False Albacore 25"

Boundaries: To be eligible, a fish must be caught in or around the waters of Martha's
Vineyard, within MVSB & BF Derby Boundaries. (Fish caught during the trip to Cuttyhunk
are not eligible for any prizes)

DIVISION AND AWARDS

A monthly pin will be awarded to the member that submits an entry for the largest fish in each
species. Allmonthly entries will participate in a "luck of the draw" raffle to win a Ron McKee
custom lure. All first, second and third place monthly winners will also be entered into a year-
end raffle to win new fishing reels. There will be three raffles, one each for all first, second and
third place entries.

The ‘Angler of the Year’ will be determined by a point system based on monthly entries. Five
points will be awarded for a first-place monthly winner, three for second, and one for third. The
member who finishes the year with the most points will be declared the ‘Angler of the Year’.

Entries: Must be received within seven days after the catch and may be submitted by email to
Dave Balon at: WeighSlip@muvsurfcasters.org . If you do not have an email account, mail your
entry to: MVSA In-House Derby, P.O. Box 3053, Edgartown, MA 02539.

Slips must be postmarked within seven days of the date of catch. During the MV Bass &
Bluefish Derby, there is no need to fill out our weigh-in slip; simply mail in the official MV
Derby weigh-in slip.

In-House Derby entry forms may be obtained on the MVSA website www.mvsurfcasters.org
(Then go to the Club tab, MVSA Derby Accomplishments) The Official Weigh-In Slip link is
listed under the Documents section, MVSA In-House Weigh Slip.
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